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seeks to increase parent involvement in their 
child’s education. 

Out of her passion for teaching and her love 
for children, Nicole Mayhew sets high stand-
ards for all of her students and works with 
them to achieve their individual goals and the 
desired results of the overall academic per-
formance of the class. She is the positive 
force behind each student’s growth of mind, 
by giving them the confidence, knowledge, 
and inspiration needed to succeed. 

The Teacher of the Year recognition high-
lights one year of teaching, but the proof of 
greatness lies well beyond the title—it lies in 
the hearts and minds of the students who 
have been deeply affected. Through her hard 
work and dedication, the impact she has had 
on her students and the community has prov-
en her to be among the great teachers in 
Northwest Florida, and Santa Rosa County is 
honored to have her as one of their own. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. Con-
gress, I am proud to recognize Nicole Mayhew 
on this outstanding achievement and her ex-
emplary service in the Santa Rosa County 
School District. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO SOUTH 
FLORIDA’S HOLOCAUST DOCU-
MENTATION AND EDUCATION 
CENTER 

HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2007 

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to honor and pay tribute to all victims of the 
Holocaust and to congratulate South Florida’s 
Holocaust Documentation and Education Cen-
ter, its founders and museum curators for their 
fine work in educating and reminding the pub-
lic about the Holocaust and remembering and 
honoring its victims. 

An important part of the Center’s permanent 
exhibits is one of only eight authentic World 
War II railcars that transported Jews from the 
Warsaw Ghetto to the Nazi death camps. 

An estimated 3 million Jews were packed 
into the cars like the one on display in Holly-
wood, FL, which has a faded swastika still 
painted on the side. The persecuted Jews 
were often kept inside for days without food or 
water before being murdered. This railcar was 
used during the world’s darkest time when 
over 6 million Jews were murdered along with 
approximately 3 million more victims of Nazi 
aggression, including; Christian Poles, Gyp-
sies, Jehovah’s Witnesses, homosexual men, 
and people with disabilities. 

This railcar will be placed on an unused 
track near the Holocaust Museum, which is lo-
cated in my district at 2031 Harrison Street in 
Hollywood, FL, the center of the second-larg-
est population of Holocaust survivors in the 
Nation. 

To the residents of South Florida, the stu-
dents enrolled in area schools, and to the mil-
lions of visitors to the region, I encourage you 
to visit the Holocaust Documentation and Edu-
cation Center to study, understand and con-
template the consequences of man’s inhu-
manity to man which occurred in Europe prior 
to and during World War II. 

That the Holocaust Documentation and Edu-
cation Center is one of four Holocaust muse-

ums in the country where these railcars are on 
display demonstrates that the Jewish commu-
nity in South Florida is among the strongest in 
the Nation, forever committed to preserving 
the memory of the 6 million Jews who trag-
ically were killed during the Shoah. 

This railcar will undoubtedly serve as a re-
minder for eternity that the poignant expres-
sion ‘‘Never Again’’ will never ring hollow 
again. 

I congratulate the Holocaust Documentation 
and Education Center for attaining and dis-
playing this railcar, and for helping to teach 
the entire South Florida community lessons of 
tolerance and understanding. 
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STATEMENT RECOGNIZING FEB-
RUARY AS NATIONAL MARFAN 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 13, 2007 

Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in observance of February as National 
Marfan Awareness Month and to recognize 
the hundreds of thousands of Americans who 
are living with Marfan syndrome and related 
connective tissue disorders. 

I am proud that the Nation’s premier organi-
zation supporting the Marfan syndrome com-
munity, the National Marfan Foundation, is 
headquartered in my congressional district in 
Port Washington, NY. The NMF was founded 
25 years ago by Priscilla Ciccariello, a woman 
of enormous compassion and vision. For the 
past quarter-century, the NMF has been dedi-
cated to saving lives and improving the qual-
ity-of-life for Marfan patients through research, 
support services, education, and advocacy. 

This year marks the 16th observance of Na-
tional Marfan Awareness Month which is de-
signed to educate the general public and 
healthcare providers about this challenging 
condition. Marfan syndrome is a genetic dis-
order of the connective tissue that can affect 
many body systems, including; the skeleton, 
eyes, heart, nervous system, lungs and blood 
vessels. Of primary concern to patients is the 
impact the syndrome can have on the aorta. 
In Marfan patients, the aorta (the large artery 
that carries blood away from the heart) is 
weakened and prone to enlargement and rup-
ture, which is often fatal. Currently, there is no 
cure for Marfan syndrome but with early diag-
nosis, proper treatment and careful manage-
ment, patients can live a normal lifespan. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to inform the 
House that we are at an unprecedented time 
of hope in the field of Marfan syndrome re-
search. Just last month, the National, Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute at the National Insti-
tute of Health, working closely with NMF, initi-
ated a groundbreaking clinical trial on Marfan 
syndrome. This trial seeks to determine the ef-
ficacy of a medication currently used to control 
high-blood pressure for treating aortic growth 
in children with Marfan syndrome. The blood- 
pressure medication has shown a remarkable 
ability to halt and even reverse aortic growth 
in pioneering basic research conducted by Dr. 
Hal Dietz of the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine. I applaud NHLBI Director 
Dr. Elizabeth Nabel, and Dr. Gail Pearson, 
Chief of the NHLBI’s Heart Development and 

Structural Diseases Branch, for their leader-
ship in supporting this promising trial. 

Madam Speaker, February was chosen as 
National Marfan Awareness Month in part to 
coincide with Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. 
President Lincoln is believed to have been af-
fected by Marfan syndrome based on the 
many outward signs of the disorder he por-
trayed. Marfan syndrome patients are fre-
quently taller than non-affected members of 
their family and have disproportionately long 
limbs, fingers and toes. In addition, they often 
have an indented or protruding chest-bone, 
curved spine, high-arched palate, and loose 
joints. Other well known individuals who were 
afflicted with the Marfan syndrome include 
Jonathan Larson, the Tony Award winning 
playwright of the Broadway musical Rent, Flo 
Hyman, captain of the U.S. Olympic volleyball 
team that won a gold medal in 1984, Charles 
de Gaulle, the composer Sergei Vasilievich 
Rachmaninoff, and Mary, Queen of Scots. 

According to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, approximately 14,000 
people die each year of aortic aneurysms and 
dissections, 20 percent of which can be con-
tributed to genetic disorders such as Marfan 
syndrome. Unfortunately, a lack of awareness 
about Marfan syndrome continues to result in 
patients dying before being properly diag-
nosed and treated. Madam Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to join me and the National 
Marfan Foundation in raising awareness of 
this life-threatening disorder so we can pre-
vent future unnecessary tragedies. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JERRY McNERNEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 12, 2007 

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
proud support of H.R. 798, which will instruct 
the General Services Administration to install 
photovoltaic panels on the roof of the Depart-
ment of Energy in Washington D.C. 

As a country, our energy needs continue to 
grow, and yet we are still heavily dependent 
on foreign sources of oil. The Federal Govern-
ment is the country’s single largest energy 
consumer and is in a unique position to dem-
onstrate a commitment to taking on the chal-
lenge of global warming through the use of 
sustainable energy technology. 

The installation of photovoltaic panels on 
the roof of the Energy Department head-
quarters in Washington D.C. is a first—and im-
portant—step in that direction. Doing so will 
help demonstrate the power and promise of 
solar energy. 

It is critical that we continue to push forward 
on this front and expand the menu of renew-
able energy solutions available for use. I have 
recently formed the Bipartisan Freshman Cau-
cus on Energy and Climate and am committed 
to working with members on both sides of the 
aisle to move forward with more common- 
sense solutions like photovoltaic panels. I urge 
my colleagues to do the same. 
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